Brief Report of IBFAN’s participation in the 9" Session of Codex
Committee on Contaminants in Foods at New Delhi, India

Introduction

The 9th session of Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods (CCCF 9) was held in New
Delhi, India on 16 to 20 March, 2015. IBFAN participated in the 9th session of Codex
Committee on Contaminants in Foods (CCCF ---9) as observer organization. There were 215
participants including 178 from 55 member states; 22 from INGOs; 2 from 1GOs; 9 from host
countries of India and Netherlands; and one from UN observer. Dr.J.P. Dadhich, Sub —
Regional Representative, IBFAN South Asia; participated in the meeting as IBFAN’s
representative.

IBFAN’s Role
IBFAN contributed in the discussion on relevant agenda items as follows:

1. Agenda Item No. 13 discussed on Day 1 --- Discussion paper on approaches for phasing
in of lower maximum levels for contaminants.

e The discussion paper developed and presented by WHO suggested setting the
Maximum Levels (MLs) of contaminants at a higher level if there is no consensus and
gradually phasing in of target low MLs. IBFAN opposed this suggestion and submitted
written comments which were accepted as Conference Room Document (CRD ---21).




During the discussion on the agenda item, the committee referred CRD 21. IBFAN
presented the comments orally and raised the issue of continued exposure of infant
and young children to a higher ML of Mycotoxins consuming cereal based foods
contaminated with high level of Deoxynivalenol (DON) which may potentially cause
serious acute toxic effects in infants and young children, namely, diarrhea, vomiting,
gastrointestinal inflammation, and immune modulation as well as some DNA
damage with a long term exposure. IBFAN comment is attached; it is also available
on CCCF9 web page. IBFAN comments were included in the report of the committee
(para 112).

Countries like Japan, Thailand, and Russian Federation supported the phasing in
approach. Many countries like Tanzania, India, Kenya, Norway, Australia; El Salvador
expressed some reservation and sought clarifications. EU wanted to insert a
footnote saying some countries have stronger standards and they should be allowed
to use it.

WHO while responding to comments referred to IBFAN and assured that no one in
the room would like to put Infant’s health in jeopardy. Since discussion was not
heading anywhere, chair decided that that the approach would be considered under
relevant agenda items, as appropriate. This understanding was reflected while
discussing the agenda item 9 — DON level for cereal---based foods for infants and
young children.

2. Agenda ltem No. 9 discussed on Day 2

Draft maximum levels for deoxynivalenol (DON) in cereal---based foods for infants
and young children; in flour, meal, semolina and flakes derived from wheat, maize or
barley; and in raw cereal grains (wheat, maize and barley) and including sampling
plans for raw cereal grains (retained at Step 7) — The issue here was to adopt
proposed maximum level of 0.2mg/kg of DON in cereal based foods for infants and
young children ‘as consumed’ basis. IBFAN made an oral comment requesting for
MLs of ‘0.2mg/kg as dry matter basis’. Member states/organisations like EU, Canada,
Norway, Tanzania, Russian Federation proposed it * 0.2mg/kg as dry matter basis’.
US wanted it to be ‘0.5mg/kg dry matter basis’. Committee agreed for * 0.2mg/kg as
dry matter basis’. IBFAN comment is attached with the mail. IBFAN comments as
CRD21 has been included as a reference in the report of the meeting (title text
before para 75)

3. Agenda Item number 14 discussed on Day 3

Discussion paper on maximum levels for methylmercury in fish: IBFAN submitted an oral
comment during the discussion with a plea to curb exposure of high risk groups like
pregnant and lactating women to methymercury in fish. IACFO also made a statement and
IBFAN supported it. Committee constituted an eWG and requested Japan as chair and NZ
as co---chair to prepare another discussion paper for consideration in the next session in
2016. WHO while commenting acknowledged risk to the pregnant and lactating women.



Chair requested WHO to participate in the working group to bring exposure analysis to the
discussion.

4. Discussion on Day 5
e Draft report was discussed and IBFAN requested some changes all of which were accepted.
In para 85 — requested to include ‘an observer’ along with delegates in the title before para
109 - requested to include CRD21 as a reference in the footnotes in para 120 — requested to
include ‘observers’ along with delegations AND to insert ‘like pregnant and lactating women

and children’ to define ‘most vulnerable’.
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